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their journeys, their domestic Economy in their fami-
lies. The dream often presides in their councils;
traffic, fishing, and hunting are undertaken usually
under its sanction, and almost as if only to satisfy it.
They hold nothing so precious that they would not
readily deprive themselves of it for the sake of a
dream. If they have been successful in hunting, if
they bring back their Canoes laden with fish, all this
is at the discretion of a dream. A dream will take
away from them sometimes their whole year’s provi-
sions. It prescribes their feasts, their dances, their
songs, their games,—in a word, the dream does [118]
everything and is in truth the principal God of the
Hurons. Moreover, let no one think I make herein
an amplification or exaggeration at pleasure; the ex-
perience of five years, during which I have been
studying the manners and usages of our Savages,
compels me to speak in this way.

It is true that all dreams are not held in such cred-
it; regard is had to the persons, and there are some
who dream in vain; for these no one will stir a step.
Likewise if it is a poor person, his dreams are held
in very little consideration. It must be a person in
fairly good circumstances, and one whose dreams
have been found several times true. And even those
who have the gift of dreaming well do not all give
heed to their dreams indifferently; they recognize
some of them as false and some as true,—the latter,
they say, being quite rare. Yet in practice they act
in another way, and carry out some so badly put to-
gether, and made up of so many parts having so little
connection, that it would not be possible to say what
are in their own judgment false, and what true; I
fancy they [119] themselves would find considerable



